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third chief game was no less dangerous to life and
limb. It took place a few days after, and was a rude
perversion of the May games. The victims had first
to go out into the woods to gather the branches with
which later they were to be birched. Returned to the
factory, rough horse-play pranks were practised upon
them. Then followed an ample dinner, which was
succeeded by mock combats, and ended in the victims
being led into the so-called Paradise, where twenty-
four disguised men whipped them till they drew blood,
while outside this black hole another party made
hellish music with pipes, drums, and triangles to deafen
the screams of the tortured. The "game" was con-
sidered ended when the shrieks of the victims were
sufficiently loud to overtone the pandemonic music.

When all the ordeals were ended a herald, who also
occupied the rdle of fool, announced in a loud voice that
the games were over, adding the fervent wish that the
noble practice of ordeals might never be abandoned,
and that for the honour and prosperity of the Hansa
commerce and the Hanseatic factory they might ever
be held in veneration.

Only those who survived and sustained these rites
were admitted into the corporation at Bergen and
could rise to the highest grades, with the prospect of
assisting as spectators at the games in which before
they had themselves played a part. Not till 1671
were these barbarous practices, which every year in-
creased in ferocity, suppressed by order of Christian V.
of Denmark, and only, of course, after the Hansa had
sunk from its pristine power.